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Reliable Research



Organise
Analyse 

question

RESEARCH #1

= Brainstorm & develop initial Big Idea 

HOW?

• Mindmap

• Use your own brain

WHAT?

• Use Bible

• Use dictionaries (word meaning)

• Use specific encyclopaedias  

RESEARCH #2

= General reading & note taking to expand Big Idea  & write  structure

HOW?

• Read generally = overview , ski, & scan

• Take notes generally = simple structure, colour, summary sentence & why important

WHAT?

• Good encyclopaedias 

• Good textbooks / surveys – still general (browse  relevant shelves, returns

• Simple relevant books = Search catalogue / lecturer’s recommendations (TOCs/ indexes)

• Specific detailed books = Search catalogue 

• Specific detailed articles (EBSCO & ProQuest) 

▪ Complete Big Idea & write structure 

Writing 1

= Detailed notes

HOW?

• Detailed read of your research

• Collect detailed notes

According to your structure

WHAT?

• One electronic file with HEADINGS 

according to your structure, 

which is according to your Bif

Idea

Writing 2

= Essay Draft



Psalm 22 has been described as ‘the Rolls Royce of Messianic prophecies 
concerning what happened at Calvary 2000 years ago,’ Critically assess the 

characteristics of the Messianic Psalms, and hence justify whether Messianic 
Psalms can be defined as ‘Messianic prophecies concerning the events of Cavalry, 

and whether Psalm 22 is the ‘best’ of these Psalms. Use Messianic Psalms and 
others appropriately to provide evidence for your position.

 

 

Psalm 22 has been described as ‘the Rolls Royce of Messianic prophecies concerning what happened 

at Calvary 2000 years ago’. Critically assess the characteristics of the Messianic Psalms, and hence 

justify whether or not Messianic Psalms can be defined as ‘Messianic prophecies concerning the events 

of Cavalry, and hence how modern Christians should interpret these Psalms. Use Messianic Psalms and 

other parts of Scripture appropriately to provide evidence for your position. 

 

Gordon, Jesusplusnothing, 

http://www.jesusplusnothing.com/studies/online/psalm22.htm. 



Time 2 Talk 1

1. Where do you begin your searches? 

How do you do your searches?

2. Have you used any databases? Which ones? 

What were you searching for?

3. Any mistakes you have made? (I have!!!) 

Or any things you have done well with databases?





Overview

1. Where do I begin my research?

2. The library collection

3. Searching in the catalogue

4. Electronic databases & searching

5. PS1: Google Scholar

6. PS2: EndNote





Where to then? 
From general to specific



Then dig deeper

1. Browse shelves & Closed Reserve

Use TOCs and Indexes

2. Browse “returns” & “to be shelved”

3. Results of your “proper” search – using catalogue

4. Journal Articles



Journals

MY IMAGE ON Power point



Articles – Journals - Databases





New Journals











3. Searching the catalogue



Keyterms & Subject Headings 
Here’s how you do it….. REVISE 

1. Analyse the qn & brainstorm – find keywords for search

2. Choose keywords to commence search 

– how many hits did you get? 

3. Skim the search list –

Look at a couple of “GOOD” results and a “BAD” result 

(in “address” detail)

❖ See potential “Subject Headings” to use – click these. 

❖ Limit or expand if necessary

4. Try different keyword and repeat 1-3.

5. Record all the “subject headings” you want to search further, 
or even together, next



Databases: Getting started
Accessing EBSCOhost & ProQuest



Databases are different: 

Remember to SELECT database(s) you want to use



Parts of the database  

❖ Top toolbar

❖ Basic / Advanced search

❖ Search Options

❖ Folder / sign in 

- for searches in general

- to save your searches



Getting started… 
More details… the bigger picture



Part 5: How to search in a database 

Database

From 
keyterm

to 
subject

Search 
options

Boolean 
search



How to search in a database

b. Boolean searching 

❖ AND / OR / NOT

❖ Must be in CAPITALS

❖ “Nest word phrases” 

eg “Gender issues” AND…

❖ * = “anything after this letter”

❖ ? = spelling uncertainties

❖ Nest combinations
Eg (“Gender issues” AND Christianity) 

NOT “Gender identity”



Be careful ..

❖ “Listings” vs content

❖ PDF vs HTML

❖ Full copy is not always the be all and end all

❖ Lots of book reviews

❖ The order of applying limits

❖ Every database is different

➢ Not only re “Controlled Theasaurus” (subject  
headings)

➢ also 

➢ How they search / save / export to EndNote etc





6. Last, but not least … Google Scholar






